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Julie Hodgson, Friends chairman James Hodgson,

- FRIENDS of Roy;l Shrewsbury Hospital gave
themselves two well-earned pats on the back
as they gathered for a double celebration.

The Friends recieved the Queen’s Award for voluntary
service earlier thisyear, and are also celebrating the group’s
40th birthday.

Members were invited to the hospital in Copthorne last

iday evening for a party in honour of their achievements
and hard work.

Profits from their hospital shops, as well as other

draising, have enabled the donation of more than £4m

worth of equipment over the last four decades,

By the end of the year, this figureis expected to reach £5m
with £400,000
Friends, all for the benefit of hospital patients.

The Friends’ organising secretary Norman Porter said:
“Money is raised through our four shops and profits from
them goes towards hospital eguipment.

worth of equipment currently pledged by the

“We have a very good fundraising team who organisealot

Barbara Maund, Rachel Gibbs, Norman Porter, Mabel Davies and Angela Unsworth.

t they raise also goe:
En‘\iards gquig)ment, and so
do donations.”

He said the history of the
friends started with the
wives of two hospital consul-
tants, Mrs Cynthia Grant
and Mrs Lincoln Lewis, who
started fundraising in 1966.

The first Friends shop was

opened in 1971 and member-

ship now stands at around
1,200. ber for
Mr Porter, a member 1o
29 years, said: “We are try-
ing to raise money now fm;
various pieces of eqt_npmend
to give to the hospital an
this will in total be some-
where in the region of
£400,000.”
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riends hold a sportsmen’s dinmner

ewsbury Hospitals League of Friends Robert P. Musker, Mr Mike Carr. =

eir sportsmen’s dinner last week at 5—Mr Charles Holmes, Mrs Marie Musker, Mr
H]fl Hotel. Radio and TV person- Norman Parker. ' - :
Srian Johnson was the guest speaker., 6—Mr Lawrie Prescott, Mr Brian Johnson, Mr
r Harry Roycroft, Mr Cyril Baugh, Mr Harry James Hodgson.

on, Mr Geoff Walters, Mr John Miller. 7—MTr Bill White, Mr Stan Parker.

r Peter Alltree, Mr Hubert Morley, Mr John . 8—Mr Bill Evans, Mr James Hodgson, Mr Reggie
ole, Mr Norman Evans, Mr Paul Drury. Lloyd. ' :

off Kelly, Mr Harold Walters, Mr Ray . —— 198L .
rrest.
r Robert T. Musker, Mr John E
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League of Friends officials Chiis Clayton, Jill Mace, Tony Barker; June Whitaker; James Hodgson and Susan Hurdiss.

Mo Lo og
Neil Thomas is impressed by the commitment of a group of
volunteers improving the lot of patients in the RSH

hey are believed to be the most
successful group of their kind in the UK
and they are based right here in
I Shropshire.

‘The Royal Shrewsbury Hospital League of
Friecnds has been around a while, It was
formed in the year that England won the
World Cup. Yes, that old!

Since its launch in 1966 it has donated gifts
worth more than £7m to the hospital, and the
difference it has made down four decades is
tangible.

Recently, the league gave £150,000 to buy
endoscopic  ultrasound equipment  to
improve the care of patients with suspected
cancer. In September this year £180,000 was
donated to the renal unit to provide dialysis
machines. Other recent donations include
£85,000 worth of ultrasound and testing
equipment; £82,000 towards a new operating
theatre; £34,800 for haby tags for the mater-
nity wing to ensure the safety of new bhorn
babies; and £5,000 for a new trolley to take

patients to and from operating theatres.

Onc ofits busiest years was 2004, which saw
the league donate £600,000 towards a new
treatment centre, plus a further £150,000 for
new equipment.

The tireless work of the league is also there
forall to see in the shape of its four café-shops
in the hospital, as well as regular trolley ser-
vices around the wards, providing a comfort-
ing service to patients, family and friends who
all find themselves in a place they’d rather not
be.

The profit from the shops helps to boost
funds to buy much-needed equipment.

The league has its own office at the hospi-

The league opened its first shop in
south hospital in 1971, with firsi-
day takings of £28. A far cry from
today’s ‘chain’ of four shops dotied
around the massive site,
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tal, where organising secretary Susan Hurdiss
is based. She took over the role earlier this
year from stalwarts Norman and Janet Porter,
and has been bowled over by the dedication,
hard work and enthusiasm of an army of more
than 250 volunteers.

“It is wonderful to see so many people
working so hard and really making a differ-
ence to so many people,” says Susan. “To be
involved in an organisation that can help to
save lives is very rewarding,

“All of what the league has achieved has
been passible because of the generosity of the
people of Shropshire and Mid Wales, and the
wonderful help we reccive from the
volunteers.

“Jayne Mott, our fundraising chairman, and
the committee members work  tirelessly
throughout the year organising fundraising
events in order to raise much-needed money
for the hospital.

“Volunteers of the fundraising committee
also provide flower displays around the wards
to cheer up the patients.”

Current executive chairman is James Hodg-
son, who heads an organisation for which
some volunteers have clocked up decades of
service. Norman Porter, for instance, had
been involved for 31 years, while Tony Barker
has been treasurer for more than 20 years.

“The members of the executive committee
and the committee members are all volun-
teers and all the money that is raised at



fundraising events goes into the funds of the
League of Friends,” adds Susan.

One of the longest-serving volunteers is
June Whitaker, who joined the league in 1969
and was chairman for 11 years.

“The wonderful thing about the league is
that every penny goes directly into the hospi-
tal,” says June. “We are able to help so many
people in Shropshire and Mid Wales, different
people with different illnesses who benefit
from our existence, which is marvellous. To
think that you are helping to save lives is won-
derful.

“We work closcly with the doctors to ensure
that the money is targeted where it’s needed
most. Some of the equipment we buy can
mean the difference between patients travel-
ling to Shrewsbury for treatment or Birming-
ham. It makes life casier for so many people if
they can get their treatment in Shropshire.”

Debbie Brown manages one of the café-
shops and, on the day I visited, pensioner Nor-
man Bland was the volunteer helping her.

Norman is a widower but was touched by
the care his late wife received when at the
RSH.

“They were so good looking after my wife.

They were excellent. Now I can pay a little : ; 4 a =
back,” he explains. ¥ : -2 e N "" U e

The league opened its first shop in south f: e : '
hospital in 1971, with first-day takings of £28.
A far cry from today’s ‘chain’ of four shops
dotted around the massive site.

“They are the Friends™ front-line,” says
Susan Hurdiss. “They open daily from 9am
until 7.30pm, only ever closing on two days a
year: Christmas Day and Boxing Day.”

The shops are manned by more than 200
volunteers along with some paid helpers.

From North Shop a trolley service goes out
to all the wards, taking daily papers, maga-
zines, confectionary, drinks and roiletries.

“The service is appreciated not just by the
patients but also by the hospital staff. Due to
the size of the hospital now this service can
take up to four hours,” says Susan.

“The patients really look forward to the wol-
ley ladies visiting them; it brightens up their
day. Some patients may not receive any visi-
tors so the trolley visits are particularly impor-
tant to them.”

The Service at one time extended 1o the
Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital and Monkmoor
Hospital, both of which are now closed.

“Speaking to some of the volunteers I was
amazed to discover that many have full-time
jobs but still give some of their free time to
help at the hospital,” adds Susan. “The gen-
erosity and kindness of people is incredible.”

Theleague’s efforts and achievements were
recognised in a major way in 2000, the year of
its 40th birthday, when it received a Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service. This was pre-
sented for outstanding achievement and com-
mitment to helping others.

Adds Susan: “Only 100 of these awards are
given out each year, so the Leaguc of Friends
felt very honoured.” SM

< Fred Hupbes volunteers at the tea bar shop.
< Debbie Brawn and Daphne Wall at the Oasis shop in the treatment centre.
< Lady Mary Lees, Jayne Moti, Nichola Dapling, Jenny Gough and Diana Baart running a Friends’
bacon buitie stall.
< Awall plague at the bospital recognises the public's contribution.
< The bospital site is now so large that trolley rounds can take four bours.
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Proud grandfather James Hodgson, back, with Claire and Poppy Clarke, and Jayne much peace ofmind to par-

chairman of the fundraising committee. CHMB ents and
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By chance
- charity
begins
af home

ONE of the first babies
to be ‘ta.gged’ at the
ews’lmry Hos- |
gatal is the d-

‘gehqhantyfunded

Poppy Clarke was born
| on December 17, Iust as
| thema

‘ ty

| syatemwith almost £50,000 ;

| from the Friends of RSH.
Pop%’s grandfather is

| chau-man, whu was doubly
| .delighted to see the char-
’s work benefit the hos- |
| p tal and his own family. -
The tagging ensures that |-
‘babies are monitored bya
| 24-hour computerised sys-

| electronic transmitter put
| on the baby’s ankle at
| birth.

Alarm
If a tagged baby is

| areas in the unit, an alarm
| sounds and the baby’s
name and location are
instantly fiagged up on the
computer screen.
. Thereisalsoa l:.leafn;eg'uami
reventing tags bei
gen_mved without autiori-
on.
Maternity staff desmbe
the Friends’ gift as ‘a fan-
st el
gent securi
system in the unit.
Friends’ press officer
i Gordon Riley said: “We are
\ | always looking for gifts we
can make to help maintain | .
and improve patient care
and were more than happy
to donate this kit in the
knowledge that it brings so

R i———

4 =

bt 2% wdgeh s %



_ R . S e e € e T SR - g
BWHO 1940d UBLHON pue loyely eunp ‘liepooD 106plg “exied h—.-o._- ‘How Qr_hﬂ—- ‘alqaia plraeq JoqeL
suujiiien .UCE pPlaeqg .>0=wm anelg ‘uosbpol sewep aie Asjjon ey yym paimold - 10} eie Spuspd Jeym s,jeuy ]

1 R i

I

"wool Sunrem sjusnedino siyy 03 3xoU pajengts
ST UOTYM 89110 213 83 0JUT {[82 Ued N0k A[eAeuIs)[y

. "LO0T9Z EFLI0

10wy JoBju0d pajserejul ale nok Jy 'sdoys s,dnoid
ey} ul peamnbes sfeme sem djoy pies Ieplog IN

"Pappe oy ‘pSjeuop ate

Jel]} SWaj! JO 1500 a3 0} nLI3uoo [fe sdoys Ano [[e uroi]
Jyoad pue se1jLAKoB SulsteIpuny ‘seoese] ‘suorjBUO(],,

, “d8310g

TN PappE . ‘SoTe PIA pue sxrysdoayg jo eydoad atjj jo
Ansorsuad sy Aq sqssod speur usaq A[uo S8y STYT,,

“Te1dsoy ay3 03 pajeuop usaq aAwY s1y18
Ui UOI[I (%3 UL} 210W ‘g9G] Ul UOTIBULIO] S}I eoUlg

« SHN @13 W0y s[qe[leABUn ST YoIm pug

£auow Jo o8] B 01 NP papuny aq SSLAISY30 JOUTED Moﬂ&

jusmdmbe spraoid o3 payse Sureq Apjur)ston st dnoad
YL, ‘pPres ‘Ienl0d uewIoN ‘Arejeaces SustuediQ

Ayisossuen)

'SI99JUNI0A (58
831 JO YI0M 8Y) YSNOIY} PIstel st £ouount oy} Jo Yongy
‘8judas Juistusgio se
T1o4 8 ‘o318 uo sdoys sund pue [e3idsoy ay3 moysnoy;
sjuswadueLre Jomol oY) B sopraoad ose dnois ey,
‘Jres pue sjuenjed
m%a JO §jgauaq a1} J0J Pastl 98 YOI SLIOJUI00 PUR JUaTI
-dmbs papasu-ysnw Anq 03 Leuour sester dnoid sy,
'saajeay) Surjeisdo woxy pue
03 squanjed oxe} dpay [ yotym Aa[jox) ayj 1oj Ked
03 000°¢F osTex padiey sey spusLiy] jo endeey ayy,
‘sjuajied sy Jo) Aajjosy mau e Ang
o} Asuow Bujsies Jeye |endsol Aingsmaiys
leAoy sy} o3 woddns papssu ysnw apja
4 -o0id 0} psnupuos sey dnoib AHYINNTOA V

-5

¥ AT Y \% 0 \& A

_.s:._ae__ 31[) 40§ 18 J30uUE
Ino [0 SPudLI] Jo angeay Ay,

Pl




- dwrh. B

B G e ey T




